been for several years subject to an enlargement in my left groin, which, within the last twelve or eighteen months, has considerably increased; and it does seem to me that, whenever 1 make water, the swelling diminishes in size." The "question was one not difficult of solution, and the history of the case appeared to be shortly this: Being, from his occupation, (a master builder,) obliged to mount ladders, and trust himself frequently on places of doubtful footing, he had often had falls of greater or less severity, and to a strain, or some such accident, the origin of the tumor might be traced. The exact period of its duration he knew not, but thought it had probably been unobserved or only half-noticed for a considerable time; for, even after his attention was more particularly drawn towards a soft lump in his right groin, which disappeared under the pressure of the finger, it was not until it became larger than a walnut, and constantly returned shortly after the finger was removed, that he became at all uneasy about it.
He formerly consulted a surgeon of some eminence in this town, who laughed at his idea of the size of the tumor being lessened by the passage of urine; told him that it was an ordinary rupture, and ordered him to wear a common truss.
This he attempted to do; but, after trying various instruments, and several modifications of pads and springs, the intolerable pain which the pressure gave, and the constant reappearance of the swelling below the cushion, compelled him shortly to desist; and as the tumor pain in the right groin, and, on putting his hand to the part, perceived a lump about the size of a nutmeg, which was incompressible, and which resisted his attempts to return it into the abdomen, whence it had, during violent exertion, descended. On inquiry, 1 ascertained that he had long been occasionally subject to a small swelling in the part, but which had never before protruded so far, had always been without pain, and which in general receded on slight pressure, or when he was in a recumbent posture. It had now, however, been down for three days, and had resisted every effort at reduction.
The first two days it had given him but little uneasiness, but for several hours past it had been getting more and more painful; and I was therefore sent for to examine it. It was a small tumor within the inguinal canal, nearer to the internal than to the external ring, but slightly compressible, and painful to the touch. There was much anxiety and irritability about him, the pulse quick, and the bowels had not been open since the last descent of this inguinal tumor. I decided immediately in my own mind that it was a case of bubonocele, bled him freely, employed the taxis, yet unsuccessfully, the tumor resisting all attempts to return it into the abdomen, whence it had evidently emerged. It gradually increased to such a degree that the scrotum formed a pouch reaching to the knees, the integuments of the abdomen being greatly dragged down; the penis entirely buried in the tumor; and the urine passed out at an aperture at the upper periphery of these immense oschroceles. The first was a good-tempered old man, who thought less of his enormous purse/ than of the gout, with which he likewise was afflicted; but the other, a much younger man, though less burdened, seems but little familiarised to its weight and the chafing, which is a great impediment to walking, and far from reconciled to the impotency which has ensued; for the increase of the tumor having entirely enveloped the penis, although tortured by sexual desires, he has been absolutely emasculated for years. No. 370.?No, 42, Nt w Scries.
